Combined treatments in gastric cancer: radiotherapy.
In the past decades radiation oncologists have not had a major interest in the treatment of gastric cancer. The concern on major toxicity related to an extended irradiation of the upper abdomen limited the experience in the treatment of this disease; therefore few data were available to evaluate any advantage of the use of radiation therapy. The results of the Gastrointestinal Intergroup Study promoted a new interest in the irradiation of gastric cancer. The analysis of the outcomes of the Intergroup Study supported the role of locoregional control in promoting better survival for patients treated with adjuvant chemoradiation vs resected patients (81% vs 71%). The studies reported in the last years on the use of radiotherapy in gastric carcinoma are reviewed.